NAVAL TACTICS

You are to distribute the other Divisional Commanders and
officers among the various ships.

Our 13 ships will be divided into 3 squadrons. The right
and left squadrons will consist of 4 ships each, the centre of
5. There will be i frigate and i corvette to each squadron.
Rear-Admirals Blanquet du Chayla and Villeneuve will
each be in command of a squadron.

General Decres will command the convoy, and will have
under his orders, in that capacity, the 2 vessels and 7
brigades that he is convoying. He will have below him a
Divisional Commander., or an experienced naval captain,
who will be on board the *Dubois.' General Decres will also
have under his direct orders 3 armed frigates and a number
of fast-sailing brigs to be chosen by yourself. With these
vessels he will scout ahead of the fleet, and everything will
be ready for him to take command of any light squadron
that you might decide to form by detaching vessels from
the force. But the moment the enemy is sighted, and the
fleet forms for battle, the only concern of General Decres
and of his frigates must be to look to the safety of the con-
voy, and to carry out whatever orders you have given him.

It seems to me, therefore, that the duties confided to this
general are extremely important. Whilst on the march, he is
going on ahead, personally verifying the reports made
by his scouts, and transmitting accurate information to you.
This function in itself is so important that, at sea, as on
land, the general himself ought to be the first to observe
the enemy. But at sea the admiral cannot leave his forces,
because once he has done so he cannot rejoin them.

As soon as the enemy is sighted, you will consider it the
moment to reinforce the frigates with 2 or 3 war-ships: then
the light squadron is constituted on recognised lines, and
the General is in command. Finally, if the battle is fought in
line formation, the General's responsibilities are by no
means lightened: he has to secure from any danger of
disaster a convoy immensely precious to the Republic;
and, that done, he and his frigates may still be of some use
to the fleet.
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